
Professor Andrzej Budzanowski was born on March 13, 1933 in Lviv (presently Ukraine), where he also 

received his primary education. In 1945, at the end of World War II, as a 12-year-old boy, he moved to 

Cracow to continue his education. 

In the trying years of 1950-1955 he studied Physics at the Jagiellonian University, where he obtained his 

Master of Science degree in 1955. From the very beginning of his scientific career he had collaborated 

with Professor Henryk Niewodniczański. In 1961 he received his Ph. D. as “doctor of mathematical and 

physical sciences”. In 1966, at the age of 33, he completed his habilitation thesis entitled “Inelastic 

scattering of alpha particles on nuclei”, which was very early, even considering present standards. 

In 1978, for his achievements in nuclear physics, he was nominated Professor of Physics. He held the 

position of Professor of Physics at the Institute of Nuclear Physics until the end of his life. Up to 1998, 

he was also Professor of Physics at the Jagiellonian University. For many years he headed the 

Department of Nuclear Reactions at the Institute of Nuclear Physics. Over a period of fourteen years 

(1990-2004) he was Director General of the Institute of Nuclear Physics. It was thanks to his efforts that 

the Institute of Nuclear Physics finally joined the Polish Academy of Sciences in 2004. He also promoted 

the development of a fast neutron radiotherapy facility at the Institute, based on the U-120 cyclotron and 

later encouraged the development of proton radiotherapy there, using the AIC-144 cyclotron. 

His studies on heavy ion collisions are well known all over the world. Professor Budzanowski was one of 

the first to observe and interpret back-angle enhancement of the cross section in light-ion collisions, so 

called “glory effect”. He was also the first to observe break-up of the strongly bound alpha particle. He 

was actively involved in studies of multifragmentation of nuclei and nuclear phase transitions, including 

the transition to quark-gluon plasma. Over the recent years he worked on close-to-threshold production 

of mesons in elementary hadron-hadron, and on proton-nucleus collisions. He was a teacher and master 

of two generations of Polish nuclear physicists and authored some 300 scientific publications. Many of 

his former pupils and collaborators are now distinguished scientists and professors of physics. 

Professor Budzanowski was a Full Member of the Polish Academy of Sciences and of the Polish 

Academy of Arts and Sciences, Member of the Warsaw Scientific Society, of the European Academy of 

Arts, Sciences and Humanities, of the American Physical Society, and member of many other scientific 

societies and committees. He was Chairman of the Program Committee of Nuclear Physics at JINR 

Dubna and vice-Chairman of the Physics Committee of the Polish Academy of Sciences. In 2004 he 

received the title of Honorary Doctor from the JINR at Dubna, Russia. The Polish authorities recognized 

his achievements by awarding him several national prizes and decorations. 

Professor Budzanowski was not only a renowned physicist, but also a true moral authority. He was also 

an experienced mountain climber in the Tatra mountain range and a keen connoisseur and lover of music.  

He passed away in Krakow on 27 May 2011. 

We will all miss his wonderful personality, his objectivity and keen sense of humour. 

He will be truly missed by the whole physics community in Krakow, in Poland and all over the world. 


