
 

 
We are quite surprised with the very sad news that Professor Janik passed   
away on 20th March. We heartily sympathize with the family of Professor   
Janik and all the members of your institute.  
  
I got acquainted with Professor Janik in 1973 on the occasion of the   
International Conference on Liquid Crystals held in India. After my   
presentation, Professor Janik raised a critical question about the glassy   
state of the nematic liquid crystals MBBA and OHMBBA, and we debated the   
validity of our interpretation. As the participation and the oral   
presentation at an international conference held in foreign country were   
first experience for me, Professor Janik has become unforgettable person in   
my life. The embryo of the present‐day fruitful collaborations between your   
institute and our research group in Osaka originates in this encounter.  
  
In 2001, I was honored to be invited to the Janik's Friends Meeting held in   
Zakopane. This was the first experience for me to attend such an academic   
salon. I enjoyed very much the atmosphere of the meeting. The most   
impressive and wonderful catchphrase of this meeting was "Thinking about   
Truth Rewards You".  
  
It was a great honor for me to be nominated in 2006 to Honorary Professor of   
The Henryk Niewodniczański Institute of Nuclear Physics, Polish Academy of   
Sciences. I heartily appreciate the great efforts by Professor Wasiutyński   
as the Chair of the Scientific Council, Professor Jeźabek as the Director of   
the Institute, and Professor Janik as a member of the Polish Academy of   
Sciences.  
  
We express our sincere condolences. May be Professor Janik's soul rest in   
peace!  
  

Michio and Noriko Sorai, Osaka, Japan   
 

 
Dear Marysia, 
 
This morning, I was informed by Tadeusz a very sad news that professor 
Janik passed away yesterday. I am very much shocked. 
 
I think I met him long time ago, perhaps some time in 1990 at ISIS, when 
I was working on a neutron experiment there. Professor Janik and Dr. 
Jacek Mayer also visited ISIS. Later on, the collaboration between your 
Institute and our Laboratory started. 
 
I had an opportunity to join his Friends’ Meeting three times. It was 
very comfortable for me and I always enjoyed his saying “Dear Friends”. 
I never imagine that the meeting last year was the last one. 
 
This afternoon, I received an EMS mail from the Institute. While I did 
not expect anything to me, I was very much surprised that you and your 
colleagues signed it with a beautiful book for my birthday. In the 
letter, I found the signature by Professor Janik. 



 
I would like to offer my sympathy and condolences to all your colleagues 
in the Institute. 
 
Akira Inaba 
Research Center for Structural Thermodynamics 
Graduate School of Science 
Osaka University, Japan 
 

 
 


