
IFJ PAN PhD Studies - English entrance examination  
 
The entrance examination includes grammatical and lexical material on intermediate level and 
consists of 5 parts: 
- listening comprehension 
- reading comprehension 
- practical application of English grammar 
- writing (around 150 words) 
- casual conversation with the examiner  

Grammar material includes, among others, the following issues: 
- usage of basic English tenses, passive voice, direct speech, conditionals, modal verbs, verbs 
with proper prepositions, idioms, expressions like “used to, to be used to”, structures with 
“too, enough”, wish, had better. 
The examination is mostly in the form of test.  

The example of reading comprehension and grammar part is provided below.  

Read the text carefully and mark the correct answer for each question:  

Isaac Newton’s supreme scientific work was his system of universal gravitation. He went to 
his farm in 1665 to avoid the plague, and during this time he worked out the law of gravity 
and its consequences for the solar system. He later remarked to a friend that he got the idea 
while watching an apple fall from a tree in his orchard. Every particle of matter in the 
universe, he wrote, attracts every other particle with a force varying in inverse proportion to 
the square of the distance between them, and directly proportional to the product of their 
masses.  
 
1. In the passage, the phrase “every particle of matter attracts every other particle” means that 
every particle  
 
a/ repels other particles  
b/ seeks other particles  
c/ draws other particles  
d/ evades other particles  
 
2. According to the passage, the system of universal gravitation is Newton’s  
 
a/ least important scientific work  
b/ most disputed scientific work  
c/ most misunderstood scientific work  
d/ most important scientific work  
 
3. Isaac Newton can be best described as a  
 
a/ biologist  
b/ geologist  
c/ physicist  
d/ physician  
 



In the sentences below mark the best answer or rewrite the second sentence so that it has  
a similar meaning to the first. Use the provided words. 
 

1. Since Ancient Times silver _____________ to human beings.  
 
a/ is known  
b/ has been known  
c/ is being known  
d/ has been knowing  
 

2. You’d better ____________ from work tomorrow.  
 
a/ not absenting  
b/ not to absent  
c/ not to be absent  
d/ not be absent  
 

3. William Byrd was the owner of _______________ library in colonial times.  
 
a/ the most large  
b/ a larger  
c/ a largest  
d/ the largest  
 

4. You work too much that is why you are constantly tired.  
 
If _________________________________________________  

 
5. “Is the secretary typing the letters?” asked the manger.  

 
The manager________________________________________  

 
6. Most people exchange their mobile phones every two years.  

 
Mobiles phones-________________________________________ 
 
 


